
Sample Solutions for Chapter 2 
 
Exercise 1: Regular Grammars (1) 
 
Write a regular grammar for non-nested bracket comments (/* ... */). You can denote all characters that 
are neither '/' nor '*' with char. 
 
Solution 

Note that the character '*' can also appear in the middle of a comment without introducing the end of the 
comment.  

A comment begins with "/*". This can be followed by any character up to the next '*'. If this is followed 
by a '/', the comment ends, otherwise it continues with further characters up to the next '*'. 

Comment = "/" "*" {{char} "*"} "/". 

Nested bracket comments cannot be expressed by regular grammars, as they would require central recur-
sion, which is not supported by regular grammars. 
  


